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Continued from page 24— DOQ-
watch blues began to set in,
even aboard the leading
boats as they beat up to
Cheung Chaurock
(disguised by a poorly lit
barge, moored alongside)
then reached into the lee of
Lamma for their final drop-
off. Sail-changes and weight-shifting become more of an ‘ask’ in the
middle of the night, after 15 hours of hard racing. It was easy to
forget that the fleet was now about to top the final peak well ahead of
any previous race, and 10 hours or more ahead of their 2006 times!

But Stenhouse took its toll with the runners from In Moderation
and Sawadee getting lost (in the elephant grass) and taking several
hours to get back to their boats. Then, back in the wind again, tired
crews had to endure a hammering from yet more gusts as they re-
crossed the Lamma Channel to finish off Middle Island.

Wizard again took line honours at 0433, setting a new race
record (particularly over the longer course set in recent years) and
taking 1st place under IRC and overall HKPN, with Kam Loong
finishing a close 2nd. Tardis finished first in the HKPN class, and
Rhapsody won convincing line honours as well as 1st place in Div B.

And the paddlers? Well, Malanai finished its short course at
2312, beating Ko'olau over the line by only 2 hours and 22 minutes.
Acknowledgement of this and the many other achievements during
the race were made on Friday, the 2nd of March, at the ABC by race
committee chairman, Barry Hill (the surname is pure coincidence).

A Wizard perspective — by skipper, Jim Fernie time for all four peaks totalled a very creditable 5 hours 39 minutes, our

The ABC Four Peaks Race must be the best all-round sailing event on best ever, but only 22 minutes faster than 2nd-placed Kam Loong.

the Hong Kong racing calendar. No other event tests such a wide Out on the water is where this race is won or lost — not surprisingly,
variety of sailing skills and techniques, day and night, in conditions given the 100+ nm course, which wends its way from one end of Hong
ranging from fog-filled drifters to frigid winter gales. Kong to the other, through a variety of wind and tidal conditions. Clear
memories of the tight beat, chasing
Walawala up to Sai Kung, the
exhilarating fine spinnaker reach
past Wei Ling Ding in the dark, or
dropping off our shore party, then
S8 anchoring in 30 knot bullets at

¥4 Cheung Sha beach will all endure,
Y R but it’s so very different every year.

In many ways, grand-prix style
yacht-racing has evolved into a
specialised, almost purist, test of &
beating and running which many = =
sailors find boring. Not because =
it lacks technical challenge, but = &+
cans racing can prove sterile and £}
repetitive. Circuit after circuit

. mind-numbing. Give me a
tortuous islands course any day.

% 8 One aspect beats all . . . this is a
= team sport, and very much a team

There are other testing offshore ! = -- race. Wiglllout Zverglif[)‘ne of our
races, of course: the San Fernan- Wizard leaves Tai Tam Bay, with Jim Fernie at the wheel [NOCIUCESNIICIC o1l el

do Race, South China Sea Race . 2 ience and expertise (coupled with
Hainan ;nd Vietnam races. Bu£ they often end up being single-tack that dash of bloody-minded concentration when fatigue or discomfort

multi-day tests of endurance, more than anything else threaten to distract) we could not have turned out this winning

performance. That is, without doubt, the most satistying aspect of
The Four Peaks Race, on the other hand, demands competence across - gkinnering ‘Team Wizard® t6 1st place

the board. Many liken its challenges to a four-legged stool: remove any
one of the metaphorical ‘legs’ — preparation, tactics, sailing or
running — and your performance is likely to be very shaky. Lose two
legs, and you're in for a tumble.

[f any of this piques your interest, why not put together a team of your
own for next year? The Four Peaks Race is a challenging but
immensely rewarding event for all the crew, and one that serious sailors

in Hong Kong should attempt at least once.
Wizard certainly benefited from a team of very capable runners this -

year, with winning times on Ma On Shan and Lantau Peak, but that’s  pzara’screw: Jim Fernie, Steve Tumer, Paul Hetherington, Alain Bedard (Sten- :
not all of it. Where and how the runners are landed and collected within house), Ross Dawson (Stenhouse), Cosmo Richards (MaOn Shan & Violet), Ben

the various drop-zones is equally important. Our boat-boat running Blain (Lantau), Andy Naylor (Ma On Shan & Lantau) and Matt McLaughlin (Violet)

104  NumBER 235 / FRAGRANT HARBOUR



