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FERRY FIRE;, OR MARITIME TERRORISM? The Philippines has had
more than its share of sea disasters. But again, on the 27th of

event in 2001. ATE, February, yet another catstrophe saw the 10,500-tonne, 15-year-old

30 minutes behind on leaving a regular entry since Japanese-built inter-island ferry Superferry 14, with about 900

Lantau. 2002, won multihull passengers on board, catch fire and sink off Corregidor Island, shortly
Div C. after it had left Manila. Some survivors said that an explosion preceded

Meanwhile, Div B boats the fire.
were completing Violet Hill and Taxi was last
on their way to Lamma. Div B to finish, carrying on

The Philippine Coast Guard’s Tenix search and rescue ships
Davao Del Norte, Edsa & and Romblon, as well as the Philippine Navy

boats race over a shorter  until 1700. Skipper (PN) patrol ship Artemio Ricarte (formerly HMS Starling), and a
course, which includes Po Tol Dennis Chin and number of smaller PN vessels, responded to the fire. Also, a newly-
Peak after Ma On Shan. And crew won the ‘Spirit converted Philippine Air Force UH1 rescue and firefighting chopper

Instead of Lantau Peak after of the Race’ | 1 turned up to try and douse the flames.

Stenhouse, they head straight to  award for
the finish. Two out of three boats dogged
were still in the running at this determination.

Furthermore, merchant vessels also
attended the scene in numbers, with one,
Fortune Express, being credited with rescuing

stage (Ariki having retired). | o |\ WmeR. some 600 survivors. Fortunately, not only was
This = L - there a substantial response to the incident,
Both Rhapsody and Adil  year’s Four T S . but the stricken ferry appears to have been
Chaudhry’s Cheoy Lee 33 (no ~ Peaks saw R well equipped with modern, serviceable
name) have very similar PN weather and R liferafts. Things, therefore, could certainly
numbers. But the recently sea conditions have been very much worse. Ten bodies were
. . later recovered from the sea, though, and more than 100 people
refurbished Cheoy Lee lost a lot  which were S et
. L e . , remain missing.
of time with rigging problems particularly testing
and a torn jib on the way to Sai  — in contrast to last The sinking coincided with the conviction of two kidnappers of
Kung. And what with a blown year reaching the the notorious Abu Sayyaf. The Islamic group was quick to claim
spinnaker on the way down, 2000 time limit, due responsibility for the ferry sinking, saying that one of its members
Rhapsody had pulled out a big  to windless (Arnalfo Alvarado) had detonated a bomb on board. Superferry 14's
lead by Violet Hill conditions from Port owners, WGé&A, confirmed that such a passenger had boarded their

Shelter on. But this is
Sadly, only Rhapsody what the race is all

ship. Confusingly, the company’s confirmation was later denied by a
Coast Guard spokesman, while President Gloria Arroyo’s administration
has officially downplayed the possibility of a terrorist attack.

made it to the finish. Said about. It's always

Chaudhry, “We arrived at the unpredictable. It is very likely that the publicity-hungry Abu Sayyaf, whose
drop off on Lamma, all still very activities have been showing an increasingly maritime focus, were

much up to it. But some of us Last year responsible and that further outrages are inevitable.

had commitments and so we showed just how

decided to pull out. But I'll important it was to

definitely be back next year". have kayaking strength to cover the Four Peaks is a challenging  propelling the yacht in the drop

those long distances in the drop  multi-skill event.
The provisional results zones, when the wind fails. This

showed Windseeker 1st overall  year it was dinghy/kayak- Changing the course

on HKPN in and adding a
Div A and this " new finish point
IS how they In 2001, so
remained until making Violet
the Hill an
prizegiving. iIntermediate
S0 it was a peak, added a
very significant
disappointed tactical
Windseeker challenge.
crew who Changes to the
found they B o s race

had dropped instructions are

to 2nd overall on account of a handling experience in rough ongoing and most competitors
15-minute penalty imposed for a water (above) during the shore  welcomed this year’s

Zones, was lamented by some.
But the re-introduction of other
means to propel the yacht must
be welcomed, as must the
requirements for shore parties
to carry mobile phones.

The debate about further
course changes is likely to
continue. The safety on Cheung
Sha beach Is of continuing
concern and surely the
sponsors would appreciate a
daylight finish in order to
generate more media interest.

How about a final
landing on Hong Kong Island

scrutineering infringement on transfers which tested crews to  adjustments. Many were minor.  and a dash to a finish line at the
Violet Hill. Wizard was the their limits. Each year is Aberdeen Boat Club? The
overall winner then, in Div A. different. Having skilled sailors Last year’'s removal of runners, families, friends, press
Rhapsody won Div B, Chan’s or top runners is not enough —  rowing, as a permitted means of would love it.
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