HKSAR 25"
Anniversary
Sailing Cup




Fri

HKSAR
Establishment Day

July - August 2022

COA HKSAR Macau Rally

HHYC Dinghy Summer Series (Resail)

sat | 2 HHYC Summer Sat 3 /
COA HKSAR Macau Rally

Sun | 3 ABC Summer Series Race 3 HHYC Dinghy Summer Series 1 COA HKSAR Macau Rally
Sat | 9 HHYC Dinghy Summer Series 2
Sun | 10 ABC Tong Po Chau Summer 3 HHYC Typhoon 3
Sat |16 HHYC Summer Sat 4
Sun |17 ABC Summer Series Race 4

: : HHYC Summer Resail /
Sat |23 HHYC Dinghy Si S 3

g G A COA Mid Year Speed Cruise

Sun | 24 HHYC Typhoon 4
Sat |30 HHYC Summer Sat 5
Sun | 31 ABC Summer Series Race 5 HHYC Dinghy Summer Series 4

HHYC Typhoon 5

HHYC Dinghy Summer Series 5 + PG

ABC Summer Series Race 6

COA 4 Bays Race

ABC Tong Po Chau Summer 4

HHYC Typhoon 6

HHYC Typhoon 7

ABC Summer Series Race 7

Notes:

» Sailors should note that the calendar is a forward-planning guide and that whilst the intent is that dates are firm and should remain so, they
are unavoidably subject to change, possibly at short notice, weather being but one factor. Dates of events at other clubs in particular are

beyond ABC'’s control. Please refer to the respective Club website for the latest information.
+ The organizing authority is listed before event.
- If a Club is mentioned in brackets after a race it is the joint racing host/supporting club.
+ Sundays and public holidays are in red.
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COMMODORE’S LETTER

Chris Pooley

Commodore

DAHL was Norwegian and so, understandably,
shared that sentiment with most folk living in the
Northern Temperate Zone. But in HK, being on the
edge of the Tropic of Cancer and subject to the heat
and extreme humidity of the SW Monsoon, most
views differ! As aptly illustrated by the traditional
Chinese calendar descriptive dates viz: 7 July,
Slight Heat; 23" Great Heat; 23" August End of
Heat; which neatly encapsulates the timing of the
annual exodus on holidays abroad.

The expectation expressed in the last edition
that Club life would return to normal following
the easing of restrictions has been met, although
not quite to the same extent as the relief surge
seen last year. Nonetheless all sailing courses are
fully booked, the F&B outlets well supported and
bookings for the function rooms back on track.
It does appear that a number of members are
making an early get-away in the hope that
Quarantine and the attendant irksome checks will
have been lifted by the time of their return.

Those remaining will have witnessed another
departure on 14" June: that of the iconic Jumbo
restaurant [see photo] another victim of Covid.
The capsized galley and several other floating
structures remain as eyesores but will no doubt be
removed in due course. Whether the clear water
space created will result in the placement of much-
needed additional moorings is an open question.

Last month’s letter mentioned three
administrative matters languishing on Govt desks
and promised more news this month. Alas, answers
came there none, so no more predictions on that
subject!

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB

If I had my way I would remove
January from the Calendar
altogether and have an extra July.

[ Roald Dahl ---Author]

Construction of the two new Catamarans
has been completed. They now await collection
and trucking to the port of Rijeka on or about
29" June for shipment on the carrier departing
7" July. This will give an ETA HK of 10" August for
installation of the outboard engines, sea Trials and
Mardep licensing. All being well they should be in
operation by the end of August, after a celebratory
christening of course. All subject to any shipping-
related delays!

Thanks to the easing of restrictions the Summer
Restaurant Series of keel boat races was able to start
on schedule on 5" June. Race No.2 coincided with
ABC’s turn to host the second of the three Regattas
celebrating the 25" anniversary of HK’s handover
on Sunday 19" June.

And what a superb day that was, as may be
imagined from the series of photos in this edition-
--publication being held in order to include them.
The GM, Management and Marine Staff excelled
themselves: the whole event, from the start of the
3 hour race in decent breezy conditions, on to
the Flag-Raising ceremony, followed by a Lion
dance and the Pai San feast was a “Tour de Force’.
A show-case event demonstrating to all that ABC
has that certain ‘ Je ne sais quoi’ that other Clubs
can only envy. A most enjoyable day and a fitting
tribute to the occasion. I am not alone in a feeling
of pride in our Club’s convivial ethos.......

On that note I wish all members a most happy
enjoyable summer to come whether in HK’s heat
and humidity or in cooler climes.



Pick-up at ABC, Central pier, Causeway Bay or TST public pier. Daytime: 9am - 5pm
The ABC can provide food and beverages including a range of Night-time: 6pm — 11pm
hot and cold dishes, desserts and drinks.
Email fnb@abclubhk.com

Rental of speedboats, banana boats and water ski can be Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays: $6,500

arranged via Freely Marine Services at 9276 2932.

Monday - Friday: $5,500

BOOKINGS - For junk booking please contact the Receptionist on 2552 8182 via booking@abclubhk.com

GO GREEN B
WITH ABC!

Say NO to a printed magazine and
say YES to a digital version!

Dear Members, please remember to display
the correct 2022 label on your windscreen.
Wrongly displayed or not displayed at all labels
will not allow you access to the carpark.

/) SCAN ME

Please contact Cobo Liu our Membership

— <\ ) ::; :)pt OUt Manager to apply for the right label

3 /J r_niggwmg for any of your cars.

- pri . Email: mbs@abclubhk.com
magazine.

HORIZONS - 2022/7-8
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GENERAL MANAGER’S LETTER

Philippe de Manny

General Manager

COVID AND BEYOND

With the resurgence of Covid cases in Hong
Kong at the end of June, at the time I am writing
this letter, I am worried that new closures of
facilities may be on the way. The zero Covid target
is not achievable; when are we going to realise this?
Anyhow, maybe I am now too critical and I should
be careful and choose my words. Yet as we have
seen in the Club and other places over the last few
months, there is an exodus of expatriates — most
of them with no intention to return to Hong Kong
because of Covid restrictions still being so stringent.
Let’s hope that some will eventually return to our
Club one day.

This is quite worrying— not so much as regards
the membership number, as we are lucky enough
to have sufficient new applicants, but slightly more
for the general structure and vibe in Hong Kong.
If we lose the international feeling in the so called
“Asia’s World City”, first proposed by the Chief
Executive, Mr Tung Chee Hwa (GBM), in his 1999
Policy Address, what will a world city be with no
expatriates left? I am not sure.

CRAZY TAGGER ARTIST IN THE CAR PARK -
AN ABC INVESTIGATION

Last month, a few Members complained about
red graffiti painted all over the ceiling and the walls
of our lower carpark. I, with them, was astonished
by the seriousness of the offence, and promised
that I will investigate and not let such horror be
seen again. So I first started to educate myself about
graffiti, not being an expert. For the purpose of
sharing with my complaining members here what
I found about graffitti, in fact they are writing or
drawings that have been scribbled, scratched or
painted illicitly on a wall or other surface, often
within public view.

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB

The word graffiti, or its singular form “graffito”,
comes from the Italian word “graffiato” which
means “scratched”. While the practice of creating
graffiti has existed since ancient times, it came to
the forefront as a modern art movement in the
second half of the 20" century.

Darryl McCray, known by his tagging name
“Cornbread”, began to write on the walls in
Philadelphia in the late 1960s. The movement
spread to New York City and blossomed into the
modern graffiti movement, reaching its peak in
the U.S. in the late 1970s and early 1980s, and then
spread to Europe. Cornbread is widely regarded as
the father of modern-day graffiti.

Today graffiti art is hugely popular and some of
the best-known artists in the world are street artists.
Still graffiti is considered vandalism by authorities
and many graffiti artists choose anonymity as a
way to prevent arrest. (Thanks to Wikipedia for the
information.) Hong Kong even had its own famed
graffiti artist - Tsang Tsou Choi, also known as the
“King of Kowloon”, who wrote Chinese calligraphy
throughout the streets of Hong Kong, beginning in
1956, and died in 2007.

After my online research, I began investigating
who could be in Hong Kong or within the
Membership and might be the culprit of such a
misdemeanour on the Club walls. I learned that a
renowned contemporary street artist and designer
from Brighton relocated to Hong Kong, and in 2020
started his NFT (New Found Territory) artwork
journey. His name is very explicit: “SZABOTAGE”.

Suddenly, I hoped that was him who was
tagging on private membership walls, because we
would finally have arts in the Club to show to the
community and our powerful leader the Home
Affairs Bureau, showing our support to the arts in
Hong Kong. My hope was rapidly crushed when
I saw SZABOTAGE’s absolutely superb work; it
could not be compared to the awful red blotches we
had to suffer as we watched them grow day by day.

Then - EUREKA!



The light came to me. It turned out the graffiti
resulted from our concrete repair contractor
performing a hammer tapping test, finding areas
needing repair and marking them for further
quotations and spalling concrete repair. What
a relief for me, and surely for my complaining
members, to know that we were not attacked
by some sort of criminal, but actually a genuine
contractor performing a technical survey for the
safety of our Club.

o i .

DIRTY TOWELS AND EQUIPMENT IN THE
GYM

I have received complaints and witnessed
myself some unacceptable behaviour in the gym.
Some members go straight to the gym without
registration at the reception first; this is a grave
offence to Hong Kong vaccine pass regulations, so
please — as I keep on reminding you in my e-letter
— help us to comply with the rules by showing your
vaccine pass at the reception before entering the
gym. Otherwise, if we keep seeing this behaviour,
we will have to close the gym, and you will have to
come to the reception to get it opened. This is an
inconvenience that neither you or us want to go
through, when it only needs 65 steps extra before
getting on the treadmill for your 10,000 steps
cardio.

Also, there is a basket inside the gym. For those
who do not know what it is for, well, guess what?
It is for the disposal of your dirty towels, so there’s
no need for you to leave towels at best on the
equipment, or at worst discard on the floor, even
sometimes next to the basket. Please, a little effort
and consideration for others.

Lastly, a message for the Club’s answers to
Mr. Arnold Schwarzenegger (aka: Terminator)
and Mr. Lou Ferrigno (aka: The real Hulk): not
everyone is naturally strong as you may be, and
replacing the 2-tonne dumbbells you use to warm
up, on the rack once you finished, would be really
appreciate by our cleaning ladies. I need to have a
resident physiotherapist for them now each time
they go and clean after you.

BENETEAU CUP IN ASSOCIATION WITH
SIMPSON MARINE (EWA GRAEME
WONDERFUL PARTNERSHIP)

“Beneteau Cup Hong Kong is a new fun sailing
event in Hong Kong organised jointly by Beneteau
APAC and Simpson Marine with logistic support
and hosting of the Aberdeen Boat Club, Hong
Kong. The 2-day regatta is reserved for Beneteau
yacht owners and combines fun racing with vibrant
social events including an evening awards ceremony
gala and a beach BBQ on the second day before
we bid farewell to yacht owners and crews. All
Beneteau Sail Boat Owners are welcome!” Message
on the webpage https://www.beneteaucuphk.com/.

This will be the third time ABC has the pleasure
of hosting this wonderful event, taking the original
Classic Yacht Rally concept to another level.

We are very proud that Simpson Marine and
Beneteau have chosen our Club to run such a
great 2-day race/rally loaded with fun, activities
and prizes. The regatta will take place on 29 and
30 October 2022 - so please bang the drum and
come to the event if you are a Beneteau owner,
family or friends of an owner, or just want to be
part of the great weekend. This event would not
be possible without the vigorous leadership of our
Rear Commodore of Sailing, Graeme Brechin,
and the exceptional event planning skill of

Ms. Ewa Stachurska, Simpson Marine Group
Marketing and Strategic Partnership Manager.

HORIZONS - 2022/7-8



6

,~

GENERAL MANAGER’S LETTER
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PANADOL FILES - CLOSURE AT LAST?

After many years of banging my head against the walls, popping in millions of Panadol
(there could be here, mind you, a relationship), l FOUND THE SOURCE OF THE HEADACHES.

All the procrastinations, the nonsense and the excessive pressure that I blamed on poor
Hong Kong administration departments were all linked to one final direction the Club had to
consent to, massage and finally agree to.

A short reminder for the non-aficionados of the Panadol files: we had silly issues such as
the counting of steps by the pool, seating capacity on Middle Island, alleged infringement on
government land, dead trees on Middle Island needing five years and counting to be resolved, and
the installation of a water meter by the Water Services Department now on standby since 2018,
new lease conditions for the main clubhouse and the renewal of our TOP both approved but not
officially yet (since December), and many other bits and pieces. All were reported with dollops of
sarcasm and irony in previous issues of Horizons magazine, which you may read or re-read on our
webpage https://www.abclubhk.com//horizons.aspx.

The litany of woes somehow all made sense in June, when I was asked to approve the final draft
of our new opening scheme to the public; I've given summaries of the work in my previous blurbs.

The Home Affairs Bureau (HAB) wanted to make sure that we are a decent club serving Hong
Kong sports and its development, and that we are making every effort to open the Club sporting
facilities to recognised bodies and to the general public. I am proud to announce that we came
to an agreement, and that it was approved by the Flag Officers. The funny part — and sorry but
I cannot avoid a little sarcasm here - is that despite the new agreement looking fantastic in its
presentation, it is actually restricting the outside world’s access to the Club more than before.
That proves again that our quarterly reports to the HAB showing about 80% of our sport facilities
are used by outside people are not read and are absolutely useless, and in the new agreement
we are only asked to comply with 33% opening up. I have no idea what is going wrong, but for
us it is happy days, with just a bit more administration to do and less pressure. So, sorry Dame
Emma Walmsley, CEO of GlaxoSmithKline, the main Panadol producers in the world - your best
customer will not need your service anymore.

Have a wonderful, Covid-free summer, wherever you go; and if you are still with us, let me
inform you that Middle Island will be opened every day except Monday, the day of the big weekly
clean-up.

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB
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29 - 30 OCT
HONG KONG

BENETEAU CUP - HONG KONG 2022

Beneteau Cup Hong Kong is back in 2022!
Reserve the date in your nautical calendars for the second edition of this flagship sailing event.
Beneteau Cup Hong Kong welcomes all Beneteau Sailboat owners to join!
Expect fun island racing, great prizes, gala dinner and an epic farewell sunset party!
Full details coming soon.

Event Partner and Host: Aberdeen Boat Club m
Venue: Middle Island

S -
SIMPSON

BENETEAU MARINE

Reglster your interest at www.beneteaucuphk.cum
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25" ANNIVERSARY OF HKSAR CELEBRATION

Under the auspice of the Hong Kong Sailing Federation (HKSF)
and the generous sponsorship of the Hong Kong Jockey Club, the three
major sailing clubs in Hong Kong organised for the first time ever a
sailing event across the entire territory of Hong Kong — the HKSAR
25A Sailing Cup (“HKSAR 25ASC”). The three main sailing events
happened on 11 June at the RHKYC, 19 June at the ABC and 25 June at
HHYC. Finally, the HKSF hosted a overall the prize giving ceremony
for the HKSAR 25" Anniversary Cup at Kellett Island, RHKYC on
6 July 2022. Obviously a cornucopia of VIPs were invited to every event,
to demonstrate that sailing is a very powerful sport in Hong Kong and
deserves as much as attention as we are all giving to our beloved country.

Our event on 19 June was actually a double event, with a record entry
of 80 boats under 6 divisions racing for the HKSAR 25A Sailing Cup
and the ABC Summer series 2. After the race, an anniversary celebration
took part on Middle Island with the flag raising and the national anthem
orchestrated by Scouts from the 36" Hong Kong (St John’s Cathedral)
Scout Group, namely: Matthew Tsang and Tern Kaplan; and Martin Wu,
Scout Leader, Silver Jubilee District. Speeches from our Commodore our
Guest of Honour, HKSF President Ms. Mei Han-cheung, were followed
by a traditional Pai San and a lion dance performance. At the end,
the summer series prize giving took place, and all wished success
and glory to the One Country, Two Systems and to the 25 years of
Hong Kong SAR’s existence.

The list of guests included Commander Clive Walton; Police
Community Relation Officer; Sammy Leong; Ms. Mei Han-cheung,
HKSF president, with Ambrose Lo, HKSF Vice President;

David Robinson CEO, Fragrant Harbour, and various reporters.

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB
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WORDS & PHOTOS BY
FRAGRANT HARBOUR

The Aberdeen Boat Club’s Summer Series is designed
to give sailors a morning race followed by a convivial
lunch at one of Hong Kong's many waterfront
restaurants. It's a format that works well given

the heat, and sometimes lack of wind, during the
territory's summer months.

But, on Sunday, the 5" of June, the sailors had one
more thing to be happy about. It was the Club’s first
sailing race after nearly six months of cancellations
thanks to Covid-19.

The feeling of excitement out on the water near
Middle Island was palpable. Twenty-two yachts
circled Shun Fung, the committee boat, eager to cross
the start line and head for the windward mark laid 200
metres to the southwest. Race officer, Alex Johnston,
welcomed everyone at 10:10am and announced that
both IRC and HKPN would be sailing Course 37. This
would take the 10 faster boats around Bluff Head,
then Fury Rocks, past Tung Lung Chau, around Steep
Island on the outside, before finishing at the entrance
to Clearwater Bay.

The course for the slower boats was similar,

leaving out Fury and passing inside Steep. In good
southwesterly winds of 12 to 15 knots, both the IRC
and HKPN fleets would converge on the finish more
or less together, and in perfect time for lunch at Fat
Kee Seafood Restaurant in Po Toi O!

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB
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Blowers daughter seconds after the HKPN start
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Intrigue, after a nail-biting start, IRC

The warning signal for the two IRC divisions went at
10:25. At 10:29, it became apparent there was going to
be drama. Red Kite I, making a calculated and well-
timed approach, began calling to Intrigue which was
closing in fast from above the committee boat. Diving
or barging, call it what you like, but on the gun, helm
Thiery Barot did an incredible job of steering Intrigue
through the gap with just inches to spare either side.

Meanwhile, further down the line, Gambit and Zesst
were leading the pack with Neo One and Redeye
coming up fast. After rounding the windward mark,
the six IRC Division 1 and four IRC Division 2 boats
settled in for a reach to Bluff Head while the two
HKPN divisions were preparing to start.

At 10:35, six HKPN A and six HKPN B boats had
crossed the line, with James Barker and crew on J Chi
(J-80) showing that size can be an advantage. At the
front, Jibulai was soon rounding the windward mark
and overhauling the IRC tailenders.

Through the Beaufort Channel, the IRC boats carried
on to Fury Rocks and then raised their kites for a
glorious run to Steep in 15 to 18 knots of south-
southwesterly breeze. Redeye, taking full advantage
of its waterline, was first to drop its kite and power
across the finish at 11:56:10 to claim line honours.
Within sight of the line, Intrigue developed kite
problems and broached in the stiff breeze.

Surprisingly, IRC 2 entry, Zesst, helmed by Henning
Mueller, was second to cross the line. This impressive
performance by the Jeanneau Sunfast 3600 put it 1
in the division, followed by Gambit and Red Kite /.

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB

Five O One in the Beaufort Channel




Neo (7)n7e speeas to the finish

Closer to shore, the HKPN boats were coming in fast -
just as planned! Line honours went to Pascal Martin's
Legende Il while the little J-80, J Chi, was second to
finish. On handicap in HKPN A, Legende I was 1%,

with Jibulai 2" and XT 3. The HKPN B division was
won by J Chi on handicap, with F/ve O Onein 2" and
Philippe Moriau’s Rhy & Rue in 3",

Later, at Fat Kee, the RO presented prizes to the
achievers, with a consolation award to Intrigue.

The next race in the series is scheduled for Sunday,
19 June 2022, and will be combined with the second
event in the HKSF's 25" Anniversary Sailing Cup.

1 | e

;Il

J Chi wins a prize
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RAGE 2 AND

The opening race was hosted

by the Royal Hong Kong Yacht
Club on Saturday, the 11" of June.
The second was hosted by the
Aberdeen Boat Club, on the 19"
of June, and was held together
with Race 2 of the club’s popular
Summer Series. The final race of
the 25" Anniversary Cup will be
held at Hebe Haven Yacht Club
on the 25" of June.

The committee boat, Shun Fung,
left the dock early and was on
station by 1000 off Tung O Wan,
Lamma Island. Boats began
arriving, rounding the eastern tip of
Lamma and approaching through
Sheung Sze Mun. At a distance,
many looked as though they
wouldn't make it but, fortunately,
with nine divisions and seven
starts, all but a few were on time
for their starting guns.

Given a possible entry of 81 very
diverse boats, race management
had decided on splitting IRC into
0, 1and 2 Divisions and, likewise,
HKPN into A1, A2, B1 and B2
Divisions. There was also a One
Design Division and a special
HKPN C Division for the multihull,
Carbon3.

Principal race officer, Barry Truhol,
and his team had quite a tight
sequence to follow although, bang
on 1030, the first away, on a very
long line, were the Hobie 16s,
Impalas, Ruffians and Pandoras of
the One Design Division.

Commodore a-nd Ch-eung Mei-Han_ Commodore dots the eye

This year is the 25" anniversary of Hong Kong’s return  next off were the HKPN B2 boats
to China and, as part of the celebrations, the Hong Kong at 1035. Familiar names included
Lra . . : Pepper & Salt, Water Rabbit,

Sailing Federation organized a three-club Anniversary . )
i Ragamuffin and the beautiful
Cup which, to date, has been well supported by the Hans Christian, Bowline. As often,
sailing community. Three races were scheduled, over-eager Water Rabbit was too
two have been completed. early and had to come back.

The third start at 1040 was for the
HKPN B1 Division which included
stalwarts such as Five O One and
Taka Ano. Some chose to start

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB



close to the committee boat,
others thought there would be
advantage at the ODM. In the
middle it was a little sparse.

HKPN A2 was the fourth and
largest start at 1045. Sixteen
boats crossed the line with Jibulai
looking strong in the middle.
Ti'ounch, too, with tactician Olivier
Decamps adding his experience,
was soon into clear air at the front
of the fleet.

The fifth start at 1050, saw the
cream of the HKPN boats do
battle in A1. Ding Dong led the
fleet off the line and, in fact, for
the entire race not counting, that
is, HKPN C Division’s sole entry,
Carbon3, which also started

at 1050.

Then, after a minute's delay
announced over VHF, Truhol got
the 13 boats of IRC 1 and 2 started
at 1056. Incidentally, this small
‘blip" in the starting sequences led
to some confusion as Ocean’s Five
and Next thought the one-minute
warning signal was the start.
Ocean'’s Five came back, while
Next went on to score an OCS.

- :
Jibulai starts mid-line

A shame as Eddy Lee and crew
have been doing a lot of training
in their new Neo 430 Roma
racing machine.

Witchcraft, with Nick Burns at
the helm, was in fine form and
soon rounding the south of
Lamma, with Intrigue and Redeye
close behind.

Last to start was the IRC 0
Division at 1101, sadly depleted as
Alpha Plus didn't make it.

All boats in both HKPN and IRC
were sent on the same Course
27 covering 14.3 nautical miles.
With southeasterly winds of up
to 12 knots, it was going to be a
quick race.

HORIZONS - 2022/7-8

15



16

And quick it was for the trimaran, Carbon3. Barely
had the committee boat finished its customary |
observation of the race from Tai Kok than assistant /!
race officer, Alex Johnston, was calling for a rapid ol
return to lay the finish line. Minutes after the buoy was
laid, in a cloud of spray and a wake stretching back
forever, Niccolo Manno and crew smoked across the
finish at 12:04:26, or in an elapsed time of just over an
hour and 14 minutes.

Next to finish was a Hobie 16, piloted by Karl Chan.
Chan took 1% position in the One Design Division,
followed by the Hobie 16 of Ronald Tam.

In summary, IRC 0 was won by Free Fire, IRC 1 by
Witchcraft and IRC 2 by Red Kite Il.

Out of the 43 boats in HKPN, Ding Dong won the A1
Division, Ti'ounch claimed victory in A2, Five O One
topped B1and Marmalade claimed the honours in B2.

Out of 66 starters, there were 64 finishers, one OCS
(on course side) and one RTD (retired) - a good
day’s racing for both the Aberdeen Boat Club's
Summer Series (Race 2) and the Hong Kong Sailing
Federation’s 25" Anniversary Cup, ABC.

—— -~

S ———

Carpe Diem rides the swells 2 Crystal ahe

S,

XT, 2" in HKPN A1
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Welcome to the New Members

December 2021

Ma Kin Wing, Sean
Chow Yuet Keung, Ken
Willie Chiu

Cheng Hon Kam, Vincent

Erik Alexander McLean
Kang Wenjiang, Henry
Kiu Ka Hey, Jonathan
Steven Thomas Watson
Edward James Wieser
Yang Michael Cheng Yun
Tang Man Kit, Joseph
Au Hok Yin, Bernie

Au Lok Kan, Katie
Alexandre Norre

Chan Yuk Lin

Aaron Arthur Goach
Choi Tsung Mang, Joe
Sun King Yee, Carol
Kwok Cheuk Yin Irwin
Chu Wai Pang

January 2022
Noah Ducroquest
Aurelia Wilson

February 2022

Chan Wing Kwong, Vivian

Brian Lo

Jacobo Wigisses
Sunny Keung
Lawrence Lau
Dominik Sklenar
Angus Chu
Ethan Cheng
Kevin Tam

Ada Leung
Stephen Loggie
Sun Ye

Farewell for the

November 2021
Chow Chi Chung
Eddie Yau

Andre Arno Assmann
Axel Scholz

Brandon Foo

Lam Chak Sum

Arno Zurcher

December 2021
Christopher Parker
Matthew Braddick
Rita Chan

anurag Mathur
Daniel Villemil
Philip Nye

Ridsert Hoekstra
Edwin Leung

Jean Philip Beulgue
Sanjay Gupta
Jonathan Wong
Wong Chau Sang
Thomas P Haddrill
Jonty Hart

Kiu Ethan Lachlan
Danny Yeung
Francois Dubois
Fung King Hung, Patrick
Thomas Yeung

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB

January 2022
Bjoern Vogt
Paul Hitchens
Shengiun Sun
Nikolas Moussis
David Walder

February 2022
Tracey Fisher
Yvon Le Renard
Paul Rust
Redney Olsen
Christian Foddis
Phillip Georgiou
Roger Huang

March 2022

Jeremy Hobbins

Irene Cheung

Barry Mitchell

Wong Ryan Tai Cheong
Nathaniel Sims

Loterm Mattan Cabrera

April 2022
Michael Aw
Serverine Brichard
Olivier Dewailly
Jonathan Gill
Hermit Ho
Felix Kong
Jeffrey Leung
Ivan Yeung
Mary Choo
Peter Kwan
Zheng Yi Jun
Thomas Allen

April 2022

Paterson Chan

Michael Ip

Ming Shiu Fung, Stephen
Tam Shing Hei

Chris Yee

Siriol Wyn Jones

Adrian Brok-Hollinshead
Crystal Lopes Yau

Leung Kai Man Stephen
Chan Po Gay

May 2022

Andrew Blank
Ciampaolo Corbatta
Wong King Wa, Alice
Winona Hwang
Benjamin Rameau
Sophie Furze

Wilfred Yong

Chan Wang Lai, Fiona
Fung Kit Ching
Gregg Daffner

Alex Orange

Ben Yates

John Sayer

Daniel Schraven
Tristan Emerson

Andrew Fung

May 2022

Thomas Chan
Ethan Lam
Christopher Yu
Vincent Chan
Patrick Nguyen
Partick Mak

Kiran Malviya

Gao Ziqi Elly

Gao Haoxuan Ethan

Ma Kin Ching, Charmaine

Yip Charis

Yip Nathaniel

David Hirotaka Pang
Song Chenming
Wong McCarley
Pang Ho Lun

Larissa Yan

Jason Pun

Leaving Members
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House Committee Update June 2022

By Graham Price, Rear Commodore House

We promised last month to keep you
updated on plans to revitalise our clubhouse.
Yet we spoke perhaps too soon - as you will
have noticed from the lower car park, where
extensive repair works are being carried out
to the ceiling, where we have detected some
spalling concrete (breaking off in fragments).
Work is well in hand, and will | hope be
completed before you read this.

We are working with architects and
engineers to map out a programme of works
to enhance our facilities. As always, much

of the work is not seen until the physical
construction and renovation starts.

Car Park Ceiling

Many Club members will have strong views on what we might do, or should do; and | urge you to
make your views known either to me or another committee member - or better still by becoming
involved with the committee work. We welcome those with expertise or willingness to contribute.

So, to get you started, please see the photos:

Do you prefer the tiled wall, And how should the entrance to
the wood effect wall or wallpaper? the Club look?

Entrance Staircase

If you have ideas or views,
please let the
House Committee know!

Wallpaper

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB
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Website o | Email Main Club Office | Middle Island Office

www.abcmiddleisland.com sailingsecretary@abclubhk.com 2518 9536 2812 2086

Aberdeen Racing Academy

Hebe Haven Yacht Club Open Dinghy Regatta
The Optimist Teams A and B participated in the HHYC Open Dinghy Regatta in May. A total of 21 ARA Optimist
sailors took part, which is the biggest team the ARA has fielded. This was the first regatta in 6 months, with the
next one not scheduled until October, so this was an important opportunity for the whole team to get some
racing experience against other clubs.

The ARA also secured some great results, and we are proud to report that Nicholas Zhan was second overall in
the main fleet, and Kristen Hwang also finished in the top 10. The Intermediate fleet was won by William Chen,
while Toby Ouyang was fourth. Bernice Pang and Anthea Lam also finished in the top 10.

Jp—Tv——1
A

/)

¥Sdme OfithE team at'the

Team Trials
As usual, the ARA will be
recruiting new sailors towards
the end of the summer for
the new season ahead. This
is open to Junior Sailors who
have completed their Junior
Stage 4 course and are keen
to start racing. Successful
sailors may be invited to join
Team C, who normally train
on Thursday afterschool and
on Saturday afternoon. Look
out for times and dates of the
trials on the website later.

Rleam-C Sailors—¢
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Waszp Pathway

Three of our Academy sailors have
been taking part in the Waszp training
programme, and all of them completed
level 2 ‘Sustain Flight' in a short time
and challenging weather.

Our Waszp Progression Program
includes 4 levels of difficulty starting on:

level 1
Introduction to Waszp and First Flights

level 2
Sustain Flight

level 3
Foil Race Intro

level 4
Foil Racer

i

* Congratuldtions to Tiffany.Carter and
~Chris to be our first Waszp level 2 sailofs =&

s T
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International Events this summer

With travel still challenging we may not have the usual number of
sailors competing at overseas events, but we are pleased to report
that we will see ARA sailors at the following international events.

Optimist World Championships, Turkey, 27 June to 7 July
Nicholas Zhan

Vernon Ha

Optimist European Championships, Denmark, 30 July to 5 August
Chloe Kong

Kristen Hwang

‘I.'

Photo credit: PandaMan

29er World Championships, Spain, 29 July to 6 August
Ethan Kong Aaron Dampier

Hong Kong Sports Institute 29er Team

Aberdeen Racing Academy can proudly announce that seven

of our former ARA members are part of the Hong Kong 29er
National Team and they will be travelling to Europe this summer
to compete in international regattas and finishing the trip with
European and World Championships in Denmark, Netherlands
and Spain. We are crossing fingers for Casey, Jack, Cameron,
Chris, Juliette, Tiffany and Maddalena. ABC wish the best luck and
fair winds for all the sailors challenging themselves this year.



Tong Po Chau Dinghy Racing Series

The 2022 Spring Series was a shortened one
due to COVID restrictions until late April. We did
however fit in two race days, and two races on
each day for the Open Division.

On 24 April, winds were very light but we found
just enough of an easterly to get the races going.
In the open division there was mix of boats,
including Sjoerd and Esther in a Quest, Ethan and
Aaron in the 29er and then a number of Laser
4.7s and Radials. The breeze was very light and
this favoured the Lasers, with Shaan securing two
wins for day in his Laser 4.7.

The Optimists only managed one race as the wind
had shifted to the south east and dropped to just
a couple of knots for their second start. Although
we went through the starting procedure it was
postponed just seconds before, as it was clear
that racing wasn't going to be fair for the fleet.

Summer Series 2022

The Summer Series is scheduled for four Sundays
and we are looking forward to see the dinghy
fleets on the water. For the latest results you can
visit the website www.abcmiddleisland.com/tong-
po-chau-dinghy-series.

Also, keep a look out for the next schedule of

Autumn Courses.

Watersports Training Courses

As you read this, we will be busy with the Junior and

Youth Summer Programmes of Courses. If you are
interested in joining these courses, including adult courses,
then you can check out availability through our online
booking system. If a course is showing as full you can add
your name to the waitlist. If a space becomes available, the
system will go through the waitlist one by one.

Although the 22 May clashed with the HHYC
Open Regatta there was still enough Club sailors
for the Open Division. Fifteen dinghies came to
the start area but with winds touching 15kts it
was a bit much for some of the novice teams,
some of whom were getting their first experience
of Club racing. Sjoerd and Esther impressed with
a 2" and 1% in the two races of the day and that
enabled them to climb to the top of the series to
take the overall win. Ethan and Aaron were 1st in
the first race of the day which secured themselves
second overall in the series. Shaan was third
after his two wins on the first weekend. It was
also good to see the Explorer Teams out for a fun
race in the Feva dinghies, with Timothy and Keith
finishing joint 3 and 2™ in the days racing on
handicap. It's unusual to get a draw in handicap
racing but they managed it twice!

Summer Series 2022
Sun 12 June

Sun 26 June

Sun 10 July

Sun 21 August

HORIZONS - 2022/7-8
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Not only expats are leaving Hong Kong, but also - as
| write on 14 June 2022, the “Eiffel Tower of Aberdeen”
is leaving for good - our Southern District trademark
the JUMBOQ" is on its way to nowhere; leaving the
territory. (Reportedly, Jumbo Kingdom has said that
the fleet found a new parking spot, and had plans

to undergo maintenance in Southeast Asia, without
giving further details. Of course, we now know its final
destination proved to be Davey Jones's Locker, after it
capsized near Xisha on 20 June.)

On 3 March 2020, the operating company announced
the final closure of the restaurant, laid off all staff,
apparently all due to the coronavirus pandemic and

the lack of visitors in Hong Kong making the operation
impossible. On 30 May 2022, parent company Aberdeen
Restaurant Enterprises announced that the restaurant
would be leaving Hong Kong in June 2022. Aberdeen
Restaurant Enterprises Limited offered to donate the
floating restaurant for free to anyone interested, though
without success as all potential enterprises found

that the operating costs were too high, and it was not
worth trying to salvage the impossible. It seems that
our Jumbo has also fallen victim to the exorbitant cost
of space and living in Hong Kong. The day after the
announcement, the not so modern kitchen at the back
of the Jumbo capsized and sank due to holes in the hull.

-~

- Photo credit: 123rfcom ;

Hong Kong has a very long history with floating
restaurants; being a coastal city its waters abounded
abundant in fresh fish that you could just catch by
throwing a net over the side of a vessel or from a rock by
the sea. These times are long gone, and for many years
the fish in these floating palace restaurants have been
imported from far away, even sometimes from Australia.

To my knowledge, the first floating restaurant appeared
in Aberdeen Harbour after the Second World War. This
was the Tai Pak Floating Restaurant, created through
the transformation of a 105-foot long boat in 1952, Six
years later, it was joined by the Sea Palace Floating
Restaurant (/A 25 ), which was eventually sold and
towed away, maybe to Australia. | am not sure if it made
the journey entirely - some said that it sank near the
Philippines, others would deny such an inanity, | could
not find the real story.

| suppose, nevertheless, that the myth of a sinking
Jumbo-type restaurant near the Philippines is much
more linked to the moving of one of the sea palace
barges (part of the Jumbo Kingdom) during the 2000s,
from Aberdeen to Manila Bay. This became the “Jumbo
Kingdom Manila", which closed in 2008 after proving
a complete financial disaster.
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A second Sea Palace was built and sold to Stanley
Ho for his Macau Palace floating casino; this one was
also scrapped, in 2007.

Elsewhere, a second Tai Pak floating restaurant was
built and located in Tuen Mun, before being sold and
relocated to Guangxi in the 1980s.

Now the JUMBO, as we knew it, was built in the

late 1960s or very early 1970s at Kowloon Chung

Hwa Shipyards in Yau Tong. And in 1976 Stanley Ho
created the Jumbo Kingdom by joining the Tai Pak
and the Jumbo together. This was after 4 years of re-
building the new Jumbo, as the first one burnt through
on 30 October 1977, just before opening, leaving 34
dead and 42 injured. It said that the construction of
the second Jumbo cost over HK$300,000,000, but the
Ming Dynasty style of outdoor and indoor decorations
were made even more luxurious (in appearance).

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB




Over the past five decades, the floating restaurants
including Jumbo Kingdom have been the top feature
of Aberdeen Harbour for locals and tourists alike,
many international dignitaries and celebrities,
including HM Queen Elizabeth I, film stars Tom
Cruise, Chow Yun-fat and Gong Li, Philippe de Manny
and more than 30 million other valued visitors and
guests. They have featured in many international
movies, particularly the Tai Pak, which was in the
harbour since 1952:

1955 (shortly after Tai Pak Floating Restaurant
opened) Love is a Many Splendored Thing, with
William Holden and Jennifer Jones

1960 The World of Suzie Wong, starring William
Holden (again) and Nancy Kwan

1973 Enter the Dragon featured Bruce Lee on the
Tai Pak and Sea Palace in Aberdeen

1974 The Man with the Golden Gun,
with Roger Moore and Christopher Lee

1975 Bons baisers de Hong Kong, a French parody
of James Bond

1983 Bonsal, another French comedy

2011 Contagion, with Gwenyth Paltrow (whose
character visits Hong Kong, and catches a new
virus that soon becomes a global pandemic)

Local movies often used the Jumbo as either a

background or a venue, including:
1985 The Protector, with Jacky Chan

+ 1996 The God of Cookery, with Stephen Chow
2003 Infernal Affairs Il, with stars including
Anthony Wong

So, Dear Jumbo Kingdom - farewell, and fear not,
you will remain in our memories for a long time, and
eternally in Aberdeen Harbour history.

News flash:
— = : Though Jumbo is gone, it seems we may not have
= = = - seen the last of Aberdeen's floating restaurants.
The floating seafood restaurants had been p%of the According to The Standard on 16 June,
view from the Club, ever since it was founded'in 196%. "A white knight has reportedly shown interest in

purchasing Tai Pak Floating Restaurant, with the
smaller companion boat of the defunct Jumbo
Floating Restaurant recently renewing its license
with the Marine Department”’

=
¥

Diners aIigHtiﬁg from the Jumbo pier, after hdpef‘
enjoying a feast on a floating restaurant.
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Wall photo with Elaine a{d Stephen in The Brldge Room

Farewell Luncheon

For Stephen Davies and Elaine Morgan
Words & Photos By John Berry

On Friday 8" April, ABC gave a farewell lunch for
long-time members and outstanding contributors
to the club, Stephen Davies and life partner Elaine
Morgan to thank them for their many contributions
to the club since the mid-1970s and to give best
wishes for their retirement in Chester, UK.

The farewell began in the Waglan Bar, moved

to The Bridge Room for a magnanimous pre-
luncheon speech by Commodore Pooley,

and opening of the 'Four Peaks Wall' in The
Bridge room in their honour. The western wall
now hosts a plaque recording the granting of
Honorary Membership to Stephen, the Fiddlers'’
Green's Four Peaks Race ‘oars’ (an earlier
permitted form of propulsion in light winds),
various photos of the couple and their boats

and a photo of the Fiddlers Green crew in the
first 1985 Four Peaks race: Stephen, Elaine, John
Aldridge, Chris Mitchelmore and Alan Barrett.

All then moved to the Harbour Room, where the
couple were presented with a sturdy hardwood
treasure chest, crafted by Wayne Robinson from
the timbers of a fine wine box. This contained a
hard copy of all of the Fragrant Harbour issues in
which S&E had written about their Pacific, Indian
Ocean, Red Sea, Med and Atlantic cruising
travels, and a copy of the three books on the
history of the club, with the 2017 version signed - i .
by the Commodore and all presentl Commodore presenting treasure chest
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After the main course, MC John Berry started the
story telling.

“Stephen was proposed to ABC by Douglas
Payne, and became a member on 1 October
1974, at a time when Henry Litton was
Commodore. Stephen had a great start to sailing
- not only was Douglas the vice commodore in
1974-76, he was also the owner and racer of that
well-known (in earlier days) boat Arawa. It would
have been an auspicious start to sailing at ABC
in a boat which clearly loved sailing so much that
it was usually last to sail across the finish - so for
his yacht racing, things could only get better!

“An accomplished sailor from youth and in the
British marines, he was a respected and successful
competitor when | (JB) joined ABC in 1983, always
aided by Elaine - equally talented. He/they were
very helpful and encouraging to all sailors of
whatever level of talent. By then, they had sold
their earlier '‘Barrico’ and moved on to a Yamaha 30
Fiddlers Green, performing well in the racing.

“In earlier days, yacht racing was under IOR
rating and HKYA handicaps, a knock-off from
IOR which fairly rated boats designed for racing,
but not so good for cruiser boats. Former
Commodore Ashley Wagg originally introduced
performance handicapping to ABC under the
Portsmouth Yardstick performance adjusted
system, and later, Stephen started playing with
the PYS numbers to make them work better
when on Sailing Committee (later to become
head of Sailcom). ABC yacht racing thrived,
frequently getting over 30 boats - imagine the
crowd in the bar in those days, filling the balcony,

— &

Fiddlers Green — First Four Peaks Race 198_5- I

keeping Bill and David the barmen busy, leading
to the construction of the deck area! He and

Ed Cannon promulgated PYS in Cruiser Owners
Association, and PYS was included in China
Sea races, (thankfully acknowledged by then
Fernando Race chairman V Locke in the 1985
SFR handbook).

“Inspired by the Three Peaks Race in UK,
Stephen created the ABC's Four Peaks Race,
combining running to four of HK's higher peaks
with 100nm sailing, thriving from 1985 to present
(pandemics excepted), and remaining very
popular for sailors from all clubs.

“Personally, | had the pleasure of crewing for S&E
on Fiddlers Green on several offshore / distance
races, the 1985 San Fernando Race lead-up race,
the main race SFR (which FG won), and others
including an overnight Pedro Blanco Race ( 40+
miles east of Port Shelter). In the latter, starting
with light winds and sailing in fog, Stephen’s
astro-nav was spot on as we found and rounded
the island to head back to HK on the second
day on a dead run. The wind progressively
strengthened, and | was asked to raise the
heavy kite and peel the light. As the wind built
further in the twilight, | returned to fire the kite,
but by the time | had got to the shroud, we had
a huge broach in which | was shoulder deep in
water. Luckily | had just asked my wife Natalie,
sitting on the port pushpit rail, to get back into
the cockpit and change the other side. Just
before the broach occurred, putting the whole
port rail under water at 6-7 knots, carrying away
the safety gear mounted on the said pushpit! It
would have been hard to find her in the dark!

N

, |

Committee Boat Team
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Frostbite 2012 =

After five races, | announced that | would now
concentrate on sailing own boat, the Bonne
Route. “How can you leave?” said Stephen,
“We have sailed five races together and won
three and placed in two - you are our mascot!"

“The 1985 SFR was perhaps Steven's most
successful prestige race win (well, apart from
Four Peaks race). Five crew on a Yamaha 30,
smallest boat. Under Steven's inspired but iron
control of the crew and accurate position control
(via astro-nav), we kept the boat going well.

One degree of deviation from the course was
not tolerated, (nor was the response that the two
cockpit compasses themselves deviated from
each other by over two degrees tolerated!)

“Later in the race, Stephen changed course

to well north of the rhumb line to catch what

he correctly anticipated would be a late wind
change from NE to the East. This arrived on
time and we were able to make fast reaching
passage down the coast to the finish to clearly
take the race clearly. Winning PYS overall, CHS
(now IRC) Overall, and 2" HKYA (IOR) and Team

ABERDEEN BOAT CLUB

4 Peaks Race Prize Giving - 2011

—m — —

Frostbite - 2012

)

Valent}ne Ladies Race - 2018

Prize. A very well-deserved result, and all credit
to Stephen. Later it was recorded that he was the
last skipper to have ever won a RORC race using
astro-navigation!

“Come 1990 Stephen and Elaine, having resigned
from HKU, sailed off in their 38 footer Fiddlers
Green Il around Asia, Oceania and New Zealand
(including nuptials on Ashley Wagg's lawn),
eastern Pacific, Indian Ocean, Red Sea (hence
the Red Sea Pilot), Med, Atlantic, then settled

in south France. Later they returned to HK in
2005, with Stephen taking up the role of the first
director of the HK Maritime Museum, initially

at the reconstructed Murray House in Stanley,
and later returning to research pursuits at HKU.
Meanwhile, they excelled in the new J80 class in
‘FG3! However, eventually it became time to pull
up stumps, and now S&E are returning to UK,

to settle in Chester.

“Thanks to S&E for the companionship and
knowledge and all you have done for sailing at
ABC and for this sport in Hong Kong. Very best
wishes for your future in UK



Farewells and anecdotes from past members unable to attend

Maureen and Ashley Wagg (former Commodore '80-82), now in Nelson NZ:
"Happy memories of numerous sailing exploits together, and best wishes for your retirement in the UK",

John Aldridge, still sailing a 28ft ‘Davidson’ and racing OPBs at Marlborough NZ:

“Reminiscences of Dr S. Davies:

On a spinnaker take down in the inaugural 4 Peaks approaching Sai Kung, | managed to put a
small tear in the sail. For this, Stephen berated me as a "geriatric old fart", despite being 2 years
younger than him!

= In a Manila restaurant, after the 1986 China Sea Race on Fiddlers, Stephen collapsed face down,
fast asleep, into his bow! of soup. To be fair, we had all been awake for 48 hours, rock hopping to
pick up the land wind at night. A couple of San Migs, and he was gone!
The snoring spinnaker: Somewhere in the South China Sea on the 1985 San Fernando. Change of
watch at 9 pm. | stayed on deck, discussing matters of navigational significance with Stephen.
Suddenly, there is the sound of snoring from somewhere up front. "That bloody Berry is snoring",
says Stephen, for whom snoring was something only lesser mortals did. Anyway, Stephen grabbed
a winch handle and hurled it down the companionway in the direction of the snoring. A bemused
John Berry appeared on deck, rubbing his head, and muttering something like (what the f*** was
that for?). After a verbal altercation, things calmed down, but the snoring persisted. As we surged

down the slight swells and overtook the apparent wind, it became evident by torchlight that the
luff of the spinnaker was fluttering, giving a realistic impression of snoring. Red faces all round,

and | think Stephen even apologised!

Thanks to Stephen and E for all the fun we have had together over 40 years - sailing in HK and the
Philippines, in France and Spain and Scotland. | am sure there will be many more occasions. All the

best. John and Jill”

Bill Hutchison - “Nothing printable, look forward to catching up with them over this side.”

Arnold Lunty (Joined ABC January 1985, just after Stephen)
- “So Stephen & Elaine are finally leaving HK! Both of them
have been great members for a very long time - even longer
than myself! Always helping, always interested in the Club
affairs! And very staunch advocates and supporters of the

4 Peaks Race! My regards to the pair of them and | hope
the future will be as bright as the past has been for them!”

Barry Hill “Many thanks for all your valuable contributions to
the development of sailing at ABC and the maritime history
of Hong Kong. Every good wish to you both for a long and
enjoyable retirement in the UK. *

Compliment
from SFR Chair 1985

By Vi Lacks

Ghairman, San Fernanda Necs Commi

THE 1985 Tan Famanda Race Fay spie sttracted a
Elend of eruiting snd racing yachls, Whin we dicid
w10 mplement o proper Portwwsuth Yardstick
Symem (or the last raee, thire were S5me migving
mipremed by & few owren = specally o they
owned @ rewsr bos desgred mith the 10.A, in
mibnd

In ipitn o ie criticn, B P.Y .5, hit worked vty
well i e Sin Fernands Race, 11 iy ah baitg umed
bin wntely s by Fazing, nd oud Misnds a1
Aberdeen Eoat Club & 10 be coagrasulaind for
stabighing ihe system, which now ks cresbility
and abfery on siceiend shernative 30 the Eipanshe
[k

All then raised a glass to Stephen and Elaine for all they have done for ABC and its sailing, and the floor

was opened for more tales. Yarns were spun by Patrick Bruce, Graeme Brechin, Tristan Stewart, Ah Kee,

who, inter alia, thanked Stephen for helping to arranging English lessons for him early on at his time in ABC.
Bart Kimman gave recollections of the awful fate that befalls those who tried to learn how to navigate from
Stephen. Wayne Robinson forgetting that his first encounter with Stephen, boats and the ABC was via his
boss, Tony Bentham, who became the owner of S&E's first boat, the Yamaha 25, Barrico. Jon Zinke and the
"this one will run and run' puzzle of the name of Repulse Bay and Stephen's inability to say 'l don't know' in less
than 30 pages. Graham Price on one HK toponym Stephen had rabbited on about, Natalie talking of clinging
on for grim death in the wipe out on the way back from Pedro Blanco. George Taylor recalling Big Wayne and
Deliverance never quite being where the breeze, or the current, or the eddy and FGII ended up being.

All then retired to the bar for further reminiscences!
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Hong Kong's Concrete Ships

Words & Photos by Stephen Davies

Part II: Fishing boats and recreational craft

Interest in ferrocement vessels of any kind seems
to come and go. That's not surprising really,
since the alternatives have always proved more
appealing: first wood and iron, then steel and,

by the 1890s, dabbling with cupro-nickels and
aluminium, and then the arrival of GRP during
WW?2 (yes, that long ago). Somehow a boat hull
made of something sheetlike, bendy and more
obviously watertight - well, sort of - has always
seemed more plausible than one made out of the
powdered rock, sand and water we use to build
walls and motorways.

Those of you readers as antique and yachtie-
esque as the author may remember one of the
times ferro-cement came rather than went. It was
the surge of interest in home-build ferrocement
yachts in the 1970s. That surge was in fact piggy-
backing on a bunch of late 1960s' international
initiatives that saw, in the comparatively lo-tech
simplicity of ferro construction, an answer to
developing countries’ need to further upgrade
their fishing fleets. In this Hong Kong, believe it
or not, was a front runner.

Thanks to a mechanisation project that had begun
post-war, Hong Kong's fishing fleet had begun
modernising during the 1950s. The problem was
that the structure of a traditional Chinese fishing
vessel is ill-suited to mechanisation so, by 1956,
of the 6,160 fishing vessels operated by 53,556
fisherfolk (yep, there were once that many), only
750 of them - ¢12% - had donkeys.” Enter the
young Director of Cooperatives and Marketing

of the then Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry, Mr Jack Cater,’ and a more or

less simultaneous initiative by the UN Food

and Agriculture Organization. The aim in both
cases was to work out the best way forward for
indigenous fisheries to modernise with new boats.
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As the design answer that emerged from FAO tank
tests of 335 vessel types, analysed by Jan-Olof
Traung,” basically argued for turning the traditional
low bow, high stern Chinese vessel design
end-for-end, getting agreement took a while.

The launch of the Seagull, 1965



Eventually a government sweetener argued
that maybe a high bow and low stern design
wasn't all that weird, and in January 1965 the
86' Sea Gull ( &8 [Hoi Au]) was launched from
the Chuen Hing Shipyard in Shaukeiwan for

a bold pioneer, Mr Yeung Shing-kau. A record
catch for the maiden voyage then made the
necessary point, and Hong Kong's first modern,
teak trawler design was on a roll. Now, alas, the
much modified remaining specimens are in their
final days.’

And ferrocement? Well, while the fishing fleet
kept growing, modernisation of the fleet was
only on a slow roll. By April 1965 modern design
types hjad risen to an impressive twenty-five in
number, but there were still 5,500 mechanized
traditional junks... and 6,600 sailing fishing boats,
though given the then colonial government's
rubbish statistics, it's impossible to say what that
meant in comparison to 1956.

) Y 8 IR
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The Pak Tak under construction

Anyway, the mid-to late '60s continuing growth
and modernisation of the fleet, and the arrival of
the modern trawler design coincided with the
ferro-enthusiasm uptick noted above. Cometh
the hour, cometh the chap.

Into Hong Kong's boatbuilding story came one
Philip A. Leonard, about whom | have been able
to find out zip, who actually turned HK - if very
briefly - into the world’s pioneer in ferro-cement
fishing boat construction. In 1969, Mr Leonard
founded a new company, Ferro Cement Marine
Construction Ltd., and hired building space at
Taikoo Dockyard. With a loan from the Agriculture
and Fisheries Department covering 80% of the
HK$119,000 cost, a grant from the Fish Marketing
Organization and the backing of the Aberdeen
Mechanized Trawler Fishermen's Credit Co-
operative Society ( BB B EMRARE AE
FRE{ES1E+L )" atits launch on 12 September
1969, Mr Yip Kam-hung of Cheung Sha Wan
became the proud and pioneering owner of the
54, ferro-cement long-liner Pak Tak ( B & ).

The Pak Tak ( B & ) under construction and her owner, Mr Yip Kam-hung

HORIZONS - 2022/7-8

33



34

Philip Leonard’s company moved to its own vessel) - and its three sister ships that were

Castle Peak/Tuen Mun yard, to start work on its perhaps never launched, and were all ordered
next projects - the 86' Roslyn I (at the time of its by Fishing Enterprises (HK) Ltd., of which Philip
launch in 1972 the world's largest ferro fishing Leonard was a director.

Unfortunately, she got stuck on the ways, and had to be towed off by a tug a few days
later. Blame was pointed at the sacrificial pig, which had been laid out at right angles to
the ways instead of with its snout pointing down them
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Despite the Pak Tak’s successful maiden voyage
and the new, larger venture, the idea of a
concrete fishing boat didn't catch on. Nor did it
despite proof, once the Roslyn | had launched
and begun working, that damage could be
cheaply fixed. On one trip some gear got loose
and stove in the port quarter near the waterline,
flooding the steering gear compartment.
Watertight integrity held, no cracks propagated
beyond the damaged area... and when the
trawler got back to HK and was slipped, repair
materials for the hull cost just HK$1,800!

There must have been some sort of imagined
future however, because in March 1974, an
official notice announced plans for a reclamation
not far from Tai Mei Tuk in Tolo Harbour, to be
leased to Ferro Cement Marine Construction
Ltd, “for a shipyard to be used for the purposes
of establishing a centre for research and
development of ferro cement boats.”

This 1973 aerial photo of a new typhoon shelter shows
a pier and maybe a shipyard

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

- Foreshores and Sea Bed Ordinance
{Chapter 127)
Motlee of Intention to Grint & Lease of Foreshore
' : and Sea Bed '

1. Motice is hereby given under section 4 of the Foreshores :

and Sca ‘Bed Ordinance, Chapter 127, that it is proposed to
grant & lease of the area stated in the particulars in accordance
with the terms specified below.

2. All persons having objections to the granting of such
lease, and also all persons who deem that their property may

be injuriovsly affected by reason of the access of such property -

lo the t2a being interfered with by the' granting of such lease
and who claim compensation in respect théreof,” must send
their objections or claims in writing to the Director of Public

Warks before the expiration of two months from the date of.

this notice.
3. Particulars

' Description and Areh
LotNe' " " _Laomhn r.

A reclamation, a pier | Shuen Wan Hoi {21,600 square feet
antl & slipway to | (Plover Cove) | (epproximately) .as
form a part of ¥Yim . | delineated and
Tin Tsai DD 27~ coloured red - on

. t plan numbered
P.3691A

Remarks

Plan may be. seen st District Office Tai. Po, Tai Po
Market, New Territories or at Port Works Division
Office, 5th floor, Murray Building Garden- Rﬂnd_,
Hong Kong.. - . t .

4. Termsand Conditions of Proposed Lease
‘An annuel tenancy is proposed to be granted o the

. Pero Cement Marine Construction Lid for a shipyard to be
used for the purposes of establishing a centre for research
and development of fiermo cement boats. :

D. W, McDonald
Director of Public Works

220d February, 1974,

Still something going on in early 1974

The intended site of the reclamation and new yard — something was built

HORIZONS - 2022/7-8

35
















































