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By Augustin Clot and Juliette Clot

Macau International Dinghy Regatta 2015

Now in its sixth year, the annual Macau Regatta is an 
important event in our sailing calendar. Involving a 
family-orientated weekend away, with sailing off Hac Sa 

beach, and a stay in the superb Grand Coloane Resort Hotel, 
it’s great fun and always well-supported by ABC sailors. 

This year saw ABC sailors in Optimist, Pico, RS Feva, Laser 
Standard and Laser Stratos divisions. 

Below, ABC team members and siblings Augustin Clot (11) 
and Juliette Clot (nine) report back from the exciting weekend:

Augustin: We arrived on Friday evening at the hotel at around 
9:30 pm, just after the team briefing. Kevin Lewis, who was still 
there in the lobby, had the kindness to brief us just like the others. 
We went through the sailing instructions and some basic tactics 
(look out for the tide and shallow water!) and then he gave us the 
event souvenirs from the organizers. We went straight to bed, 
knowing that we had a long day of racing ahead of us.

Juliette: When I woke up on Saturday, Augustin was 
already at breakfast. He was trying to explain the rules and 
courses to Bertille Voets and Casey Law, our friends who were 
racing in Optimists. I silently joined them, trying not to disturb 
them. After a great breakfast, we all gathered outside for a team 
photo, and then walked along the beach to the sailing centre 
where the regatta was to be held. After rigging our boats we 
listened to the briefing and then launched our boat. The tide was 

pushing our boat back to shore, which was lucky because we 
soon found out that our bung wasn’t in! We went back to shore, 
emptied the water, put the bung in and launched again. We 
didn’t lose much time and Kevin didn’t even notice (we hope!).

Augustin: When we arrived we saw a huge amount 
of boats of different varieties. Optimists, Picos, RS Fevas, 
Laser 1s, Toppers and Laser Stratos. The sequence started. 
We just stayed near the committee boat and decided we 
would accelerate at the last moment, starting with speed. 
However, we started too late, and we were fourth off the line. 
We managed to get up to second on the reach but on the 
downwind we lost two places, going down to fourth. When we 
rounded the bottom mark, we made a bad mistake, and were 
overtaken by many boats, giving us a poor result!

We weren’t so confident for the second race, but we got a 
better start and had a really good upwind leg. On the reach, at 
one time we were first! But on the downwind, we lost a lot of 
places. I think it was because the other boats put their jibs on 
the other side of their main, and we didn’t think to do that!

Juliette: After two bad results I was a bit fed up. Augustin 
always blamed everything on the crew (me!). But still, we 
didn’t give up. The little McDonald burger for lunch wasn’t 
enough to stop our hunger but was enough to restore our 
energy. We had some time to improve our downwind before 

Juliette Clot and Augustin Clot in the Pico, by Kevin Lewis

Competition Report



the race started. Our start was okay, but it wasn’t the best. We 
managed to get up to second on the reach, but this time, on 
downwind, nobody overtook us. We held our place and  
finished second. 

The fourth race was great! We tried to do the same as the 
previous race but unfortunately, we weren’t so lucky. We used 
the same plan as before but this time, two Picos went in front 
of us and we finished third. 

After derigging our boat, we went back to the hotel where 
the ABC team went to the pool and spent the rest of the 
afternoon relaxing there … great fun! We then went to the 
Miramar restaurant for the Saturday night barbecue. After 
having eaten a little, I started to feel bad and was sick. I went 
back to the hotel early to get more sleep. Kevin told us that 
Casey had also been sick during the sailing, and it was likely 
because none of us were drinking enough water in the very  
hot weather!

Augustin: I woke up a bit late on Sunday, and when I went 
down to breakfast at around 7:30, I saw a lot of people starting 
to leave and I was like: ‘What the heck? I haven’t even eaten 
breakfast yet!” Anyways Juliette came and joined the breakfast 
and pretty soon we met for the walk along the beach to the club.

We rigged, then launched, this time without any problems, 
and headed to the race area. Only two races were predicted for 

the day so we had to do our best. The first race we tried really 
hard and with a good start got a second place and we thought 
we were sure to get a prize. But of course, something went 
wrong in the last race. We had a terrible start and started last, 
and only managed to overtake one boat. There was no chance 
of getting a prize. But we still had great fun on this regatta.

But … a big surprise was waiting!
At the prize-giving there was loads of drinks and food, and 

just as I realised Juliette was missing, I saw her running with 
Bertille towards me shouting “We’re third! We’re third!”  
I didn’t believe them, honestly. How could we have gotten third 
place overall with our results? 

But then they showed me the results sheet and I learned 
that on the last race, two boats got disqualified because they 
were over the start line, so we actually finished fourth in that 
race. But it wasn’t over yet: we had 18 points, but another boat 
also had 18 points. There was then a countback: we both had 
no firsts, two seconds ... (drumroll) … and we had a third and 
they didn’t!!! That made us third overall! When I think of how, 
at the start of the regatta we got two lasts and now, we had 
third place I just couldn’t believe it!

We had a great weekend and we want to thank Kevin for 
taking care of us during this whole regatta. We both enjoyed 
the whole weekend despite how hot it was!
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