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Race report

The fifth running of the annual Macau International Dinghy 
Regatta took place this year over the weekend of 21 and 
22 June, with the 2014 race seeing the biggest-ever 

team from the ABC take part.
Some 20 ABC youth and three adult ABC sailors competed 

across six dinghy classes. Together with associated family 
members and relatives, there were around 40 Club members at 
this year’s regatta. We occupied 20 out of the 53 rooms booked 
at the event hotel.

As usual, the ABC supported our friends at the Associação 
de Vela de Macau (AVM). Preparation started several weeks 
before the event, with the ABC sending five Feva and six Pico 
dinghies, and an ABC safety boat, down to Hebe Haven Yacht 
Club. There they were loaded into containers and shipped to 
Macau on the Tuesday prior to the event weekend. 

It’s a huge task as the shipper does not pack the 
containers, so ABC and Hebe Haven staff worked together to 
pack two containers, with a third container being packed and 
shipped from the Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club in Causeway 
Bay. The other clubs sent Picos and Fevas too, as well as 
Optimists and Lasers. Unpacking in Macau and setting up 
some 52 boats was another huge task, but by Friday night all 
was ready and sailors were arriving at the Westin, now named 
the Grand Coloane Beach Resort. 

During the regatta’s first few years, sailing took place off 
the beach at the northeast end, near the hotel and next to 
the Miramar Restaurant. More recently the organisers have 
managed to establish themselves as part of the AVM, the 
“official” government-backed sailing centre at the southern end 
of Coloane’s Hac Sa Beach.

Augustin Clot and 
Gabriel Rendall (R)
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A Feva is loaded into a container 
for the trip to Macau

Thomas Hulm helming the ABC Stratos (adult team)

On the beach, ready to launch

Ryan, Madeleine, Scarlette, Ralph, Brendan and Rahel

This large sailing centre was formerly little-used, but 
partly due to the recent enthusiasm of a small band of keen 
volunteers, small-boat sailing is now well and truly on the 
agenda in Macau, with some credit due, it must be said, to 
the annual International Dinghy Regatta. This has helped 
spike interest, not only with the general public, but also with 
those involved in sports administration in Macau; so the future 
definitely looks bright!

This year, the first day of the regatta dawned with very 
light winds, and dull and grey skies, but luckily we avoided 
the overnight threat of thunderstorms. As the weekend 
progressed, things steadily improved, with the breeze 
increasing and even some sunshine on the Sunday. 

Of all the ABC sailors, special mention must be made 
of Malo Kennish, who was competing in one of his first big 
regattas as the only ABC representative in the Optimist class. 
He opened the regatta with a third and fourth place, and 
managed to finish seventh overall; a great achievement out 
of 17 boats. Ralph Summers finished third in the Laser radial 
division, again one of his best-ever results, and other ABC 
sailors all managed good mid-fleet positions. The third place 
(out of three boats) in the adult Laser Stratos class certainly 
does not reflect the close racing and fantastic effort from the 
three ABC adult sailors, Stephanie Dechelette, Tomas Huml 
and Celine Verdez, all successful and enthusiastic products of 
the ABC adult sailing programme.
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A special weekend away
Dinghy racing at the Macau regatta is only a small 
part of the great attraction of this annual regatta. It’s 
a real family-orientated event, and the superb hotel 
facilities and off-the-beach sailing, together with the 
Saturday night barbecue hosted at the Miramar, all 
add together to make it a special weekend away. 
Being able to meet sailors, friends and families from 
the other clubs is a huge plus too.

 A final big word of thanks goes to Ian Skeggs 
and the Geelong Group, whose sponsorship once 
again eased the financial burden to ABC: in fact I am 
happy to report that this year, for the first time ever, 
the ABC broke even on the event, with sponsorship, 
shipping and team fees covering all our costs! Roll 
on Macau 2015! 

Harriette Edmonds and Scarlett Lorin

Brendan Johnston

Dinghies prepared and ready

ABC Macau Regatta Team
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