
This third report on Middle Island 
development progress focuses 
on milestones achieved since 

the project beginning:

Major achievements and actions 
• Middle Island opened - 1996
• Review of Club development options - 

2009
• Initial Middle Island scheme - 2010
• Introduction of building development 

levy - 2011
• Development of design options - 2012 

to 2013
• Liaison with Home Affairs Bureau (HAB) 

on policy requirements - 2014
• Completion of preliminary design - 2014
• HAB advised Approval in Principle - 2015
• Review of estimate and programme - 

2015
• Technical submissions preparation - 2015
• Town Planning board section12 a 

submission - 2016

Work on required submissions
Below, a list of all submissions preparation 
done since 2014. Most have already been 
submitted to the relevant departments:
• Global feasibility study of the project 
• Concept design leading to plans put 

forward to Members
• Review of the second concept design 

(second submission approved at the 
second Town Hall in early 2015)

• HAB first submission of the entire 
project that received verbal support

• DPO S16 and 12A submission
• HAB final submission
• District Land Office lease modification 

request
• Ecological survey in response to 

government request
• Scheme design review and phasing 

costing for reprogramming
• Ground building plans submission to 

Building Department
• Drainage impact assessment to 

Drainage Services Department
• Water work impact assessment to the 

Water Services Department
• Benthic underwater survey for District 

Land Office
• Marine ground investigation survey for 

District Lands Office
• Geotechnical planning survey for 

Section 16A & 12A application
• Natural terrain hazard study
• Land master plan design and tree survey
• Environmental impact assessment
• Ecological and fisheries impact 

assessment report
• Water pollution impact assessment
• Traffic impact assessment, and
• Utilities upgrade, which should be 

completed by December 2016

This list summarises and reflects the 
enormous amount of work done by the 
Development Committee. 

We are now at a crucial time for project 
approval or rejection as all departments 
in Hong Kong have received primary 
submissions. Most have made comments. 

How many more submissions will be 
required, and how long it will take to have 
a full or partial approval, remains unclear.

Utilities and improvement
A key element for the development is 
to upgrade our tenancy. The Temporary 
Occupation Permit states that dedicated 
water and power supplies are required 
to allow the lease to be classified as a 
Permanent Occupation Permit. Since 
1992, the ABC, the Royal Hong Kong Yacht 
Club, the Water Services Department and 
Hong Kong Electric had an agreement 
that ABC will obtain its electricity and 
water from the RHKYC connection to 
the land supply. In 2004, I sent a first 
request to HKE for an electricity upgrade 
for Middle Island. In 2010, we established 
a joint venture with the RHKYC to secure 
increased power supplies for both clubs. In 
2015, we received formal agreement from 
HKE to upgrade power supply.

The new power cable supplying 
RHKYC and ABC already has been 

installed underwater from the Deep 
Water Bay promenade through the 
RHKYC hardstanding. We await the 
commencement of work on the new 
transformer, to be shared with RHKYC, 
to allow ABC to have its own electricity 
meter with HKE in compliance with 
lease conditions.

The electricity upgrade cost, with 
60 percent borne by the RHKYC and 
40 percent by the ABC, will cost us 
$5,932,758, well below the $7.2 million 
cost expected in 2010, but on the dot of 
2008’s $6 million quote.

As for the water meter, we were just 
about to sort this longstanding issue, but 
in May 2016 our water consultant told 
us that all our water piping installation 
had to be upgraded. The original cost of 
getting our separate water meter was 
$150,000 and now due to WSD regulation 
enforcement the bill seems to be 
escalating to over a million dollars. We are 
still in the process of verifying information 
and getting different quotes, as this was 
not expected. 

Middle Island beautification
This year we have added fixtures on Middle 
Island, of which 50 percent will be included 
in the final design of the Clubhouse. The 
latter today is only a linear plan drawing as 
it is far too soon to design the interior in 
detail. Only operating equipment is pretty 
much set in look and feel; final design 
will change over time. In light of positive 
feedback from Members I have received 
about the look and feel of the new Middle 
Island and the improved menu choices, I 
am sure most of you have been there.

Town hall meeting
Last but certainly not least, on Thursday 
24 November, we have organised the 
sixth Town Hall meeting from 7 pm 
onward in the Harbour Room. Please 
reserve a seat in advance so that we 
know how to prepare the room as 
comfortably as possible. 
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